MYEASOKO
Guide

Standards and SPS harmonisation in the EAC

Version 1.0 - Effective since 11 October 2026 - Verification code HRJV-7ZWXM

The EAC works to harmonise technical standards and sanitary and phytosanitary (SPS)

measures across its partner states, carried in particular by national standards bodies.

Why harmonise

Divergent technical standards or sanitary and phytosanitary requirements between partner states
can act as non-tariff barriers to intra-EAC trade, even after tariffs are eliminated. The EAC promotes

common East African Standards (EAS) to reduce this friction.

The national bodies involved

Each partner state has its own standards body, for example the Kenya Bureau of Standards (KEBS),
the Tanzania Bureau of Standards (TBS), the Uganda National Bureau of Standards (UNBS) or the
Rwanda Standards Board (RSB). These bodies take part in the regional technical committees that

develop EAS standards.

Limits of this guide

The list of EAS standards harmonised by value chain, product-specific SPS requirements and
conformity assessment procedures are not detailed here: verify with the standards body of the
relevant country and, for SPS measures, with the competent technical ministries (agriculture,
health).

Sources

1. Kenya Bureau of Standards, KEBS , consulted on 11 October 2026
https://www.kebs.org/

2. EAC Customs Union, East African Community (eac.int) , consulted on 11 October 2026

https://www.eac.int/customs
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